
 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church 
 
 “But pray my children. God will hear you in a little while. 
   My son allows Himself to be moved with compassion.” 
 

The message of our Blessed Mother 
to the children of Pontmain, France 
January 17, 1871 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Staff 
The Rev. William P. Saunders, Pastor 
The Rev. Bryan Belli, Parochial Vicar 
Bill Emley, Deacon 
Nancy Burgess, Parish Secretary 
Pat Sabas, Parish Secretary 
Tim Shermer, Facilities Manager 
Sally and Phil Girardi, Directors of Religious Education 
Cathy Plummer, Religious Education Assistant 
Ed Rogers, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Mary Beth Pittman, School Principal 
Donna Bongiovanni, School Secretary 
Neil Weston, Director of Music 
 
The Church & Parish Office 
Address: 46639 Algonkian Parkway 
 Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165 
Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.,  
 Monday - Friday 
Telephone: 703-433-6770 
Website: www.ourladyofhope.net 
 
The School 
Address: 46633 Algonkian Parkway 
 Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165 
Telephone: 703-433-6760 
 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. 
 
Daily Masses 
Monday - Friday at 6:45 & 9:00 a.m.  
Saturday: 8:30 a.m. 
On Federal Holidays Mass is at 9:00 a.m. only. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday beginning after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 
 
Holy Hour 
Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Sacrament of Penance 
Confessions are heard on Saturdays after the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass, during the Thursday evening Holy Hour, and by 
appointment. 
 
Parish Registration 
We invite you to register and become part of our parish 
community.  Forms are available at the parish office. 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
Please submit typewritten announcements by noon on 
the Friday one week prior to the weekend. 
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MASSES OF THE WEEK 
Sunday, September 2nd: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.  Richie Boudreau by the Gagne Family 
9:00 a.m.  Lou Ann Gural by Our Lady of Hope School 
  Students 
10:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Parishioners 
12:15 p.m.  Anne Pede by Our Lady of Hope School 
  Students 
Monday, September 3rd:  Pope St. Gregory the Great 
Private  The Burgess Family 
9:00 a.m. �  Marie Fitzgerald by Bob Fitzgerald 
Tuesday, September 4th  

6:45 a.m.  Special Intention by Emily Borman 
9:00 a.m. �  William Cole by the Altman Family 
Wednesday, September 5th  
6:45 a.m. �  Ruth Lambert by Tom & Mary Malone 
9:00 a.m.  Priscilla Yeater by Cheryl Forbes 
Thursday, September 6th  
6:45 a.m.  Special Intention 
9:00 a.m. �  Carmen Alba by Barbara Principe 
Friday, September 7th  
6:45 a.m. �  Hector Baez by Jose Diaz 
9:00 a.m. �  John & Margaret Violetta by the MacGoy 
  Family 
Saturday, September 8th:  Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary  
8:30 a.m.  Special Intention 
5:00 p.m. �  John Campbell by the Zaso Family 
Sunday, September 9th: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m. �  Jane Trunzo by the Sweger Family 
9:00 a.m.  Joan Bystrowski by Our Lady of Hope School 
  Students 
10:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Parishioners 
12:15 p.m.  Angela Kane by Our Lady of Hope School 
  Students 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parish Registration and the Baptism classes are 
required.  Baptisms are held every Sunday of 
each month at 1:30 p.m. in the Church 
Baptistery.  Please contact the Parish Secretary 

to register for the Baptism classes.  Plan to attend the 
classes before the birth of the child. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
In accord with the regulations of the Bishop 
of Arlington, couples must contact a priest 
and begin preparation at least six months 
prior to the wedding.  Parish registration and 
active participation for a minimum of 3 

months is required before preparation may begin.  Living 
together before marriage is sinful and harmful to the 
future marriage.  Couples who are living together will be 
asked to live separately during the preparation time. 
 

PARISH GROUP COORDINATORS 
Altar Flowers:  Jennifer McCabe    404-5580  
Altar Servers:  Jim McWeeney     444-4890  
Altar Society:   Kathy Williams     571-434-0714  
Boy Scouts:   Emily Borman     404-2435  
CYO Sports:  Ralph Peluso    729-3385  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 
                   Will & Sandra Sardelli   450-0059  
Girl Scouts:   Carol Kee     450-6906  
Knights of Columbus:  
          Chuck Bongiovanni       571-235-5724  
Lectors:    Paul Gilmore    444-2293  
Mom’s Faith Formation Group: 
      Alexis Gruehn   444-3278  
      Lynn Ruff    404-4971  
Director of Music: Neil Weston    433-6779  
Our Lady’s Children: 
      Maryann Gruber   444-6565  
      Teresa Marshall   450-2843  
Outreach:   Eloisa Casillas   430-5687  
Pro-Life:    Maureen Whalen  669-4457  
St. Joseph’s League:  
     Mike & Vicki Egan    430-2651  
Stitcher’s Group: Audrey Emley   723-5826  
Ushers:    Ron Koch    444-6816  
Women’s Group: Shawn Biegler   421-7294  
      Christina Ott    406-0617  
What does it mean to be an active Catholic? 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate Marriage, have 
children baptized, or serve as sponsors for Confirmation 
or Baptism request a letter stating that they are 
parishioners and active, practicing Catholics.  To receive 
such a letter, one must be registered in the parish, attend 
Mass regularly, and be committed to a stewardship of 
time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners 
to become active in one of the parish organizations.  In a 
community as large as Our Lady of Hope, one means of 
verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes.  If you choose not to participate in 
the support of the parish, or are unable to contribute at 
this time, please at least note your prayerful support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We 
will then be aware of your continued participation, and 
you will not be noted as "inactive" on our parish roster. 

 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for September  
General: That the ecumenical assembly 
of Sibiu in Romania may contribute to 
the growth of unity among all 
Christians, for whom the Lord prayed at 
the Last Supper. 
Mission: That following Christ joyfully, 
all missionaries may know how to 

overcome the difficulties they meet in everyday life. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
703-433-6777 

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE  
IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 

 
REGISTER-REGISTER-REGISTER NOW! 

Religious Education classes will begin on September 11th 
for the 2007-2008 school year.  YOU MUST BE 
REGISTERED BY SEPTEMBER 4TH!  THERE IS A 
LATE FEE OF $20.00 FOR REGISTRATIONS RECEIVED 
AFTER AUGUST 1ST. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION REQUIREMENTS  
Your child must be in Religious Education 1st and 2nd grade 
for First Holy Communion preparation and 7th, 8th, and 9th 
grade until they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  If 
you have not registered your child for class, please do so 
as soon as possible. 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION URGENTLY NEEDS YOU! 

Do you hear God’s call to go teach and serve?   
A Catechist is needed for 7th grade on Wednesdays at 6:00 
p.m.  An Aide is needed for Kindergarten on Wednesdays 
at 4:15 p.m.  ALL OTHER POSITIONS HAVE BEEN 
FILLED!  If interested, call the Religious Ed Office at 703-
433-6777. 

CONFIRMATION DATE NEWS 
The Diocesan Chancery Office has given us a date for the 
Confirmation Mass.  It will be celebrated on Friday, 
October 19, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.  The Confirmation practice 
will be Wednesday, October 17th at 6:30 p.m.  Don’t forget, 
you must register your 9th grade student for Religious 
Education Classes which will meet at 6:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday evening!  It’s part of the Espiritus Youth Group. 

 
CATECHISTS AND AIDES WORKSHOP 

Mark you calendar for a workshop on Saturday, September 
8th in the parish hall, beginning with 8:30 morning Mass and 
ending at noon.  The topic will be, “Living and Teaching the 
Virtues,” with Dr. Kristin Burnes, Dean of the Graduate 
School of Christendom College. 

 
NEW DISMISSAL POLICY FOR RELIGIOUS ED 

 CATECHISTS, AIDES, AND OTHER VOLUNTEERS ARE TO 
PARK IN THE UPPER PARKING LOT CLOSEST TO THE SCHOOL. 
 PARENTS MAY PARK IN ANY AVAILABLE AREA OF THE 
PARKING LOT. 
 ALL ENTRANCES TO THE CHURCH PARKING LOT WILL BE 
OPEN. 
ALL PARENTS AND CARPOOLS ARE ASKED TO COME IN 
AND PICK UP THE STUDENTS IN THEIR CLASSROOM .  NO 
STUDENT WILL BE DISMISSED TO THE PARKING LOT BY 
THEMSELVES .  Thank you for your cooperation regarding 
this matter. 

NATIONAL CATECHETICAL SUNDAY  
“Encountering the Living Christ”  

Catechesis in an integral part of the mission of the 
Church.  In countless ways, the catechists and 
volunteers in Religious Ed mirror the abundant 
love and mercy of God.  Thank you for showing us 
all how to live our faith by saying “yes” to God’s 
call…to teach.  Be sure to remember to pray for 
our children and catechists throughout the school 
year.  We will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on 
September 16th at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  Coffee and 
doughnuts for all RE volunteers and their families 
will be served after Mass in the parish hall. 
 

Religious Ed Hall Monitors 
Parents will automatically be assigned from the 
registration list to monitor the halls while their 
children are in class.  Your obligation will be no 
more than twice during the school year. 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY  

703-433-6772 
THE YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 

IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 
 

YOUTH GROUP K ICK -OFF MEETING ! 
Wednesday, September 5th is the first meeting for the 
High School Youth Group.  Meet in the gym by 6:30 
p.m. for a year-beginning celebration!  Say, “Hi,” to 
friends, meet the awesome volunteers, conquer some 
creative challenges, eat dinner with us, and start the 
year on the right foot with prayer.  Contact Ed Rogers 
(OLHyouth@yahoo.com) for information. 

 

YOUTH M ASS HELP NEEDED 
Our Lady of Hope is considering starting (in late 
September) a monthly Mass for youth and their 
families.  Volunteers are needed to help 
coordinate, train teens for liturgical roles and 
ushering, plan and serve at the Masses.  There 
will be an organization/planning meeting for all 
volunteers on Monday, September 10th at 7 p.m.  
Please contact Ann Hurley (703-433-0182 or 
jahurley1215@gmail.com) to respond or inquire. 
 

JUNIOR H IGH YOUTH M INISTRY K ICKOFF ! 
All 7 th & 8th grade teens are invited to join us as we 
jumpstart our new year of youth ministry!  We will 
meet on Sunday, Sept. 9th, from 6-8 p.m. in the school 
gym.  Pizza, games, friends, and prayer will all be a 
part of the night.  Come by and celebrate with us!  
Contact Ed Rogers (OLHyouth@yahoo.com) for 
information. 
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Labor Day Holiday 
The parish office will be closed on Monday, September 3rd 
in Observance of Labor Day.  There will be no public 6:45 
a.m. Mass. 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Knights of Columbus Business Meeting 
The Knights of Columbus monthly business 
meeting will be on Tuesday, September 4th 
in the parish meeting room at 7:30 p.m.  The 

meeting will be preceded by the praying of the rosary at 
7:00 p.m.  Knights’ families are invited to participate 
during the rosary. 
 

Council Food Drive 
The monthly food drive for Inter-Faith of Loudoun 
County, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus will be 
Sunday, September 9th.  Please leave your non-perishable 
food donations in the narthex before Mass. 
 

Council Blood Drive 
The Knights of Columbus will be having a blood drive on 
Sunday, September 9th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the 
school gymnasium.  You may sign up after all Masses 
next weekend.  Please consider giving the “gift of life.” 
 

Pancake Breakfast 
The monthly Parish Pancake Breakfast events will begin 
on Sunday, September 9th.  These breakfasts are supported 
by your donations with all net proceeds going to 
designated charities.  Please plan to join us. 
 

Mom’s Faith Formation 
All women of the parish are invited to join us at our Kick-off 
meeting on Thursday, September 6th at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Parish Meeting Room.  In addition to our regular meetings 
held on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month, we offer a 
Book Club, Bible Study and a “Mom’s Night Out.”  Children 
are welcome and free babysitting is available.  For more 
information, please contact Alexis Gruehn at 703-444-3278 
or Lynn Ruff at 703-404-4971. 
 
Assistance for People of Peru 
In response to the devastation and loss of life resulting from 
the recent 8.0 magnitude earthquake in Peru, Arlington 
Bishop Paul S. Loverde asks all parishioners to please 
consider a direct donation to Catholic Relief Services (CRS).  
As the official international and relief agency of the U.S. 
Catholic community, CRS is rushing to assist the 85,000 
people reportedly affected by the earthquake with food, 
medical equipment, shelter, and other essential materials.  
Donations can be made online at www.crs.org or sent by 
mail to Catholic Relief Services, P.O. Box 17090, Baltimore, 
MD, 21203-7090.  Thank you for your prayers and 
generosity.  Please continue to keep those who are suffering 
from this devastation in your prayers. 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic School 
Our Lady of Hope Catholic School is 
currently seeking substitutes for the 2007-
2008 school year.  Preference will be 
given to individuals who hold a B.A. or 
B.S. degree or higher.  If you are interested, please 
contact Mrs. Mary Beth Pittman at 703-433-6760. 
 

Back to school night will be held for parents only on 
Sept. 6th at 7 p.m. in the school gym 
 
History of the Catholic Church 
Are you interested in knowing more about the history 
of the Catholic Church?  Fr. Saunders will be teaching 
a course this fall through the Notre Dame Graduate 
School on the history of the Church.  The class will be 
on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. in the parish hall 
beginning September 5th.  For further information or to 
register, please call the Notre Dame Graduate School at 
703-658-4304. 
 
Everything you wanted to know about the 
Catholic Church but were afraid to ask. 
Fr. Saunders will conduct the “Inquiry Class” 
beginning Thursday, September 27, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. 
in the parish hall.  This one hour class is designed for 
those who want to know more about the Catholic faith 
and may be considering becoming Catholic, and for 
those Catholics who want a refresher course.  Please 
call the parish office to register so that we can make 
adequate provisions for everyone. 
 

Crusader CYO Basketball 
Join the growing excitement, CYO 
Basketball.  Open to all parish boys 
and girls K-3 (developmental) and 

grades 4-8 (league play).  Registration 
begins September 8th.  For more information or to 
volunteer, call Ralph Peluso at 703-623-3698. 
 
NFP Classes at Our Lady of Hope 
NFP is a safe, effective, and morally acceptable means 
of spacing children.  Give your spouse the gift of a 
holy marriage.  A three-part series for married and 
engaged couples begins September 9, 2007, from 5-7 
p.m. in the parish meeting room at Our Lady of Hope.  
The other two meetings are October 14th and 
November 18th.  For information or to register, contact 
Theresa Bruton at theresabruton@hotmail.com or 
540-882-3047. 
 
Altar Flowers 
The altar flowers are in loving memory of Elaine 
Eichensehr by the Eichensehr Family and in honor of 
Our Lady of Fatima. 


