
 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church 
 
 “But pray my children. God will hear you in a little while. 
   My son allows Himself to be moved with compassion.” 
 

The message of our Blessed Mother 
to the children of Pontmain, France 
January 17, 1871 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Staff 
The Rev. William P. Saunders, Pastor 
The Rev. Bryan Belli, Parochial Vicar 
Bill Emley, Deacon 
Nancy Burgess, Parish Secretary 
Pat Sabas, Parish Secretary 
Tim Shermer, Facilities Manager 
Sally and Phil Girardi, Directors of Religious Education 
Cathy Plummer, Religious Education Assistant 
Ed Rogers, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Mary Beth Pittman, School Principal 
Donna Bongiovanni, School Secretary 
Neil Weston, Director of Music 
 
The Church & Parish Office 
Address: 46639 Algonkian Parkway 
 Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165 
Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.,  
 Monday - Friday 
Telephone: 703-433-6770 
Website: www.ourladyofhope.net 
 
The School 
Address: 46633 Algonkian Parkway 
 Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165 
Telephone: 703-433-6760 
 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. 
 
Daily Masses 
Monday - Friday at 6:45 & 9:00 a.m.  
Saturday: 8:30 a.m. 
On Federal Holidays Mass is at 9:00 a.m. only. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday beginning after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 
 
Holy Hour 
Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Sacrament of Penance 
Confessions are heard on Saturdays after the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass, during the Thursday evening Holy Hour, and by 
appointment. 
 
Parish Registration 
We invite you to register and become part of our parish 
community.  Forms are available at the parish office. 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
Please submit typewritten announcements by noon on 
the Friday one week prior to the weekend. 
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MASSES OF THE WEEK 
Sunday, September 16th:  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m. �  Carolynn Lascomb by the Sweger Family 
9:00 a.m.  Colleen O’Donnell by Our Lady of Hope School 
  Students 
10:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Parishioners 
12:15 p.m.  Sabine Morson by Our Lady of Hope School 
  Students 
Monday, September 17th:  St. Robert Bellarmine 
6:45 a.m. �  Rodrigo Vargas by Our Lady of Hope School 
9:00 a.m. �  Margaret Orandello by the Sadowski Family 
Tuesday, September 18th 

6:45 a.m.  Jane Fiegenschue by the Forbes Family 
9:00 a.m.  Margaret A. Grado by the Grado Family 
Wednesday, September 19th:  St. Januarius 
6:45 a.m. �  Peter Hanlon by Dan & Maureen Whalen 
9:00 a.m. �  Pauline Yurchovich by the Blamer Family 
Thursday, September 20th:  Ss. Andrew Kim Taegon, 
Paul Chong Hassang and Companions 
6:45 a.m.  Special Intention 
9:00 a.m. �  Anna & Charles Monek by Barbara Principe 
Friday, September 21st:  St. Matthew 
6:45 a.m. �  Bobby Isquith by Robert & Ana Isquith 
9:00 a.m. �  Shirley Cardinal by Andrew B. Cardinal 
Saturday, September 22nd:  Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8:30 a.m.  Special Intention 
5:00 p.m.  Christina Girardi by Phil & Sally Girardi 
Sunday, September 23rd:  25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m. �  Carl N. Kelly by Lynn Forbes Gautier 
9:00 a.m. �  LaRue Werzinsky by the Best Family 
10:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Parishioners 
12:15 p.m.  Clorinda Granata by the Granata Family 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for September  
General: That the ecumenical assembly 
of Sibiu in Romania may contribute to 
the growth of unity among all Christians, 
for whom the Lord prayed at the Last 
Supper. 
Mission: That following Christ joyfully, 

all missionaries may know how to overcome the 
difficulties they meet in everyday life. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
In accord with the regulations of the 
Bishop of Arlington, couples must contact 
a priest and begin preparation at least six 
months prior to the wedding.  Parish 
registration and active participation for a 
minimum of 3 months is required before 

preparation may begin.  Living together before marriage is 
sinful and harmful to the future marriage.  Couples who 
are living together will be asked to live separately during 
the preparation time. 
 

PARISH GROUP COORDINATORS 
Altar Flowers:  Jennifer McCabe    404-5580  
Altar Servers:  Jim McWeeney     444-4890  
Altar Society:   Kathy Williams     571-434-0714  
Boy Scouts:   Emily Borman     404-2435  
CYO Sports:  Ralph Peluso    729-3385  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 
                   Will & Sandra Sardelli   450-0059  
Girl Scouts:   Carol Kee     450-6906  
Knights of Columbus:  
          Chuck Bongiovanni       571-235-5724  
Lectors:    Paul Gilmore    444-2293  
Mom’s Faith Formation Group: 
      Alexis Gruehn   444-3278  
      Lynn Ruff    404-4971  
Director of Music: Neil Weston    433-6779  
Our Lady’s Children: 
      Maryann Gruber   444-6565  
      Teresa Heindel   444-1628 
Outreach:   Eloisa Casillas   430-5687  
Pro-Life:    Maureen Whalen  669-4457  
St. Joseph’s League:  
     Mike & Vicki Egan    430-2651  
Stitcher’s Group: Audrey Emley   723-5826  
Ushers:    Ron Koch    444-6816  
Women’s Group: Shawn Biegler   421-7294  
      Christina Ott    406-0617  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parish Registration and the Baptism classes 
are required.  Baptisms are held every 
Sunday of each month at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Church Baptistery.  Please contact the 

Parish Secretary to register for the Baptism classes.  
Plan to attend the classes before the birth of the child. 
 

What does it mean to be an active Catholic? 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate Marriage, have 
children baptized, or serve as sponsors for 
Confirmation or Baptism request a letter stating that 
they are parishioners and active, practicing Catholics.  
To receive such a letter, one must be registered in the 
parish, attend Mass regularly, and be committed to a 
stewardship of time, talent, and treasure. We encourage 
all parishioners to become active in one of the parish 
organizations.  In a community as large as Our Lady of 
Hope, one means of verifying participation is through 
the use of parish offertory envelopes.  If you choose 
not to participate in the support of the parish, or are 
unable to contribute at this time, please at least note 
your prayerful support on your envelope and place it in 
the weekly offertory. We will then be aware of your 
continued participation, and you will not be noted as 
"inactive" on our parish roster. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
703-433-6777 

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE  
IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 

 
WEEKLY BIBLE SEARCH 

CCD Students:  The first CCD student at each session to 
tell Mrs. Girardi the correct answer to each week’s 
question will receive a prize!  What dream did Jacob have 
at the place of Bethel?(Genesis 28:12) 

 
NEW DISMISSAL POLICY FOR RELIGIOUS ED 

 CATECHISTS, AIDES, AND OTHER VOLUNTEERS ARE TO 
PARK IN THE UPPER PARKING LOT CLOSEST TO THE SCHOOL. 
 PARENTS MAY PARK IN ANY AVAILABLE AREA OF THE 
PARKING LOT. 
 ALL ENTRANCES TO THE CHURCH PARKING LOT WILL BE 
OPEN. 
ALL PARENTS AND CARPOOLS ARE ASKED TO COME IN 
AND PICK UP THE STUDENTS IN THEIR CLASSROOM .  NO 
STUDENT WILL BE DISMISSED TO THE PARKING LOT BY 
THEMSELVES .  Thank you for your cooperation regarding 
this matter.  
 

Religious Ed Hall Monitors 
Parents will automatically be assigned from the 
registration list to monitor the halls while their children 
are in class.  Your obligation will be no more than twice 
during the school year. 
 

BACK TO RELIGIOUS ED PARENT MEETING  
There will be a meeting for all parents of children in Pre-
K-12th grade on Tuesday, September 18th at 6:15 p.m. in 
the parish hall.  This informational meeting will provide 
parents with details about the program at Our Lady of 
Hope.  You will receive a parent handbook and calendar 
of the school year.  Please make an effort to attend.  

Altar Flowers 
The altar flowers and flowers for the Blessed Mother and St. 
Joseph are in loving memory of Richard and Kathryn 
McLellan from the Pittman Family and in celebration of the 
marriage of Jamie Giuliani and Darian Charlip. 
 
Worldwide Children’s Holy Hour 
The World Apostolate of Fatima is sponsoring an Annual 
Worldwide Children’s Eucharistic and Marian Holy Hour 
for the Sanctification of Families throughout the World on 
Friday, October 5th, at 10:00 a.m. at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, D.C.  Unite the children of the world to pray 
the rosary before the Blessed Sacrament for the families of 
the world.  Visit www.childrenoftheeucharist.org for 
information.  All are welcome!  EWTN will broadcast the 
event LIVE via satellite. 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
703-433-6772 

THE YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 
IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 

 
BLESSING FOR NEW DRIVERS AND CARS 

After the 12:15 Mass on September 23rd, Fr. 
Saunders will lead a blessing service for all new 
drivers and their cars.  Come to the front of the 
Church after Mass, and ask God’s blessing on the 
new school year and your driving.  

 

Youth Mass September 30th  
On September 30th at 5 p.m., Our Lady of Hope 
will have its first monthly Mass targeted to teens.  
The homily will be directed towards teens, music and 
song will be more familiar and accessible, and teens 
will be serving in many of the liturgical roles (lector, 
usher, bearing gifts, etc).  Mass is, of course, open to 
all, but aimed at teens and their families. Volunteers 
are needed for various aspects of the Mass.  Please 
contact Ann Hurley (703-433-0182 or 
jahurley1215@gmail.com) if you wish to help. 

Everything you wanted to know about the 
Catholic Church but were afraid to ask. 
Fr. Saunders will conduct the “Inquiry Class” beginning 
Thursday, September 27, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. in the parish 
hall.  This one hour class is designed for those who want to 
know more about the Catholic Faith and may be 
considering becoming Catholic, and for those Catholics 
who want a refresher course.  Please call the parish office 
to register so that we can make adequate provisions for 
everyone. 
 
Quo Vadis  
The next Quo Vadis meeting is this Sunday, September 
16th at 1:30 in the meeting room. 
 
15th Annual International Week of Prayer & Fasting 
All people of faith are invited to participate in this 9 
day Prayer Vigil for the Conversion of Nations, an End 
to Abortion, and to Build a Culture of Life, from 
October 5th-13th.  People can participate in many ways 
to include fasting, attending daily Mass, Holy Hours, 
Rosaries, Divine Mercy Chaplets and confession.  
There will be an all day Youth & Young Adult 
Festival on October 6th at Catholic University, a 
Culture of Life  Awards Banquet on October 7th, 
and the Eucharistic Prayer Day on October 8th at 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  For information on 
all events and online registration go to 
www.IWOPF.org or call 703-707-0799. 
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Our Lady of Hope Catholic School News 
Box Tops for Education – Help Our School 
Our parish school hopes to raise $1,000 
through our Box Tops for Education program 
this school year.  The PTO will use the 
proceeds for culturally and educationally enriching 
activities for our children.  We need your help!  Please 
bring your Box tops coupons to Church and deposit them 
in the box near the Our Lady of Hope statue in the 
narthex.  You may also do your on-line shopping through 
the Box Tops Marketplace (to register visit 
www.boxtops4education.com). 
 
Sally Foster Fundraiser and Magazine Sale 
Help our school grow by purchasing gift wrap, magazine 
subscriptions and various other items through the Sally 
Foster Fundraising Program.  Our school receives 40% or 
more of each order.  Items may be ordered online at 
www.sallyfoster.com.  Be sure to enter our school code 
866808.  For more information, please contact Christine 
Granata at 703-404-8175 or kbld@surecode.com or stop 
by the school office.  Thank you for your continued 
support. 
 

Senior News 
Calling all Seniors 
There are two Catholic senior clubs you might like to join.  St. 
Catherine of Siena in Great Falls has “The Over Fifty Club” 
and meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in the 
parish hall.  St. Theresa’s in Ashburn’s, “Young at Heart” club 
meets the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Both have various 
activities and speakers, plus numerous day and extended trips.  
Call Mary Ann at 703-404-8677 for information. 
 
2008 SeniorTrips 
March 4-13 there is a trip to Spain & Portugal, including 
Fatima.  On March 14 there is a day trip to the Newseum.  On 
April 4th there is a trip to the Sight and Sound Theatre in 
Lancaster, PA to see “Daniel and the Lion’s Den.”  A trip is 
also being planned to Alabama, home to EWTN and Mother 
Angelica.  Please call Mary Ann for details at 703-404-8677. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament 
The Knights of Columbus Fall Golf 
Tournament will be held at Belmont Country 
Club on October 9th with a 10:00 a.m. shotgun 

start.  The fee of $100 includes greens fees, cart, driving range, 
lunch, and prizes.  Sign-ups will begin next week.  You also 
may call Neil Arena at 703-421-4688 or 571-252-0353. 
 
CYO Basketball Registration 
CRUSADER - CYO League Basketball Registration for 
all parish boys and girls grades 4 -8, will be available after 
each Mass this Sunday.  Be part of Crusader excitement! 

Diocesan Pilgrimage–October 13th   
Bishop Paul S. Loverde has selected 
the theme for this year's diocesan 
pilgrimage, “Our Lady of Fatima, 
Open Our Hearts to Christ,” 
celebrating the 90th Anniversary of 
Our Lady's Final Apparition at Fatima. 
He invites you to join him for this 
spiritually enriching event to the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, 
D.C., on Saturday, October 13th from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Please mark 
your calendar to participate in this day of spiritual 
reflection.  Bishop Loverde will lead the pilgrimage 
with a procession of the International Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima and the recitation of the 
Rosary, which will be multi-lingual. You will have the 
opportunity to go to confession, and tours of the 
chapels throughout the Shrine will be available for 
children and teenagers. This spiritual day will 
culminate with Bishop Loverde celebrating Mass. For 
further information, please go to the diocesan web site 
at www.arlingtondiocese.org/fatima/index.html. 
 
Needlepoint Stitcher’s Meeting 
There will be a pot luck supper meeting for all stitchers 
on Friday, September 21st at Maureen Whalen’s home 
in Leesburg.  Maureen will give us an update on the 
Pro-Life Movement.  For information and directions, 
please call Audrey at 703-723-5826. 
 
Women of Grace Bible Study 
This study, based on Johnette Benkovic’s book, Full of 
Grace, explores God’s special purpose and mission for 
women.  In a small group study format, with video 
lectures by Johnette Benkovic, you’ll delve into prayer, 
Scripture, Church documents, the Catechism, the lives 
of women saints, and the example of our Blessed 
Mother.  You’ll learn how to embrace your gift of 
authentic femininity and your dignity as a daughter of 
God, equipping you to fulfill your call and mission as a 
woman of grace in the world today.  For more 
information about this study, including group starting 
dates and meeting times, please contact Alexis Gruehn 
at alexisgruehn@aol.com. or 703-444-3278.  
 
Rosary Volunteers Needed at Sunrise 
Would you like to express your love and devotion to 
Our Lady with deeds as well as words?  We are 
looking for volunteers to assist with a Rosary Service 
for the residents at the Sunrise Assisted Living 
Community on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.  Please 
call Chris Wszolek at 703-406-0743 for details. 


