
 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church 
 
 “But pray my children. God will hear you in a little while. 
   My son allows Himself to be moved with compassion.” 
 

The message of our Blessed Mother 
to the children of Pontmain, France 
January 17, 1871 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Staff 
The Rev. William P. Saunders, Pastor 
The Rev. Bryan W. Belli, Parochial Vicar 
Bill Emley, Deacon 
Nancy Burgess, Parish Secretary 
Pat Sabas, Parish Secretary 
Tim Shermer, Facilities Manager 
Cathy Plummer, Director of Religious Education 
Ben Zumdahl, Religious Education Assistant 
Ed Rogers, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Mary Beth Pittman, School Principal 
Donna Bongiovanni, School Secretary 
Neil Weston, Director of Music 
Suzanne Yerks, Assistant Director of Music 
 
The Church & Parish Office 
Address: 46639 Algonkian Parkway 
 Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165 
Office Hours: 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.,  
 Monday - Friday 
Telephone: 703-433-6770 
Website: www.ourladyofhope.net 
 
The School 
Address: 46633 Algonkian Parkway 
 Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165 
Telephone: 703-433-6760 
 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
Saturday Evening Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. 
 
Daily Masses 
Monday - Friday at 6:45 & 9:00 a.m.  
Saturday: 8:30 a.m. 
On Federal Holidays Mass is at 9:00 a.m. only. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday from 9:30 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
 
Holy Hour 
Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Sacrament of Penance 
Confessions are heard on Saturdays after the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass, during the Thursday evening Holy Hour, and by 
appointment. 
 
Parish Registration 
We invite you to register and become part of our parish 
community.  Forms are available at the parish office. 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
Please submit typewritten announcements by noon on 
the Friday one week prior to the weekend. 
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MASSES OF THE WEEK 
Sunday, March 9th:  5th Sunday of Lent 
7:30 a.m.  Rev. William P. Saunders by Thomas & Kay 
  Kale 
9:00 a.m.  Rev. William P. Saunders by the Saunders Family 
10:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Parishioners 
12:15 p.m.  Marie Mahieu by Marilyn Mahieu 
Monday, March 10th 

6:45 a.m. �  Poor Souls in Purgatory by Patty Rodgers 
9:00 a.m.  Rev. William P. Saunders by Bill & Lisa Tyson 
Tuesday, March 11th  

6:45 a.m.  Msgr. William Millea by the Daquano Family 
9:00 a.m.  Rev. William P. Saunders by Kathy Byrnes 
Wednesday, March 12th 
6:45 a.m.  Fr. Robert Rippy by the Girardi Family 
9:00 a.m.  Nicholas Belli by the Belli Family 
Thursday, March 13th 
6:45 a.m.  Special Intention 
9:00 a.m.  �  Gilda Feldman by Maureen Feldman 
Friday, March 14th 

6:45 a.m.  Guido Adelfio by the Daquano Family 
9:00 a.m. �  Loretta Canty by Phil and Sally Girardi 
Saturday, March 15th:  St. Joseph, Husband of Mary 

8:30 a.m.  Special Intention 
5:00 p.m.  Rev. William P. Saunders by Tom & Trish 
  Daquano 
Sunday, March 16th:  Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
7:30 a.m.  Special Intention 
9:00 a.m. �  Poor Souls in Purgatory by Patty Rodgers 
10:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Parishioners 
12:15 p.m.  �  Cecilia Sullivan by Gerald Sullivan 

Holy Father’s March Prayer Intentions  
General: That the importance of 
forgiveness and reconciliation between 
individuals and peoples may be understood 
and that through her testimony the Church 

may spread Christ’s love, the source of new humanity. 
Mission:  That Christians persecuted because of the 
Gospel in various parts of the world and in various 
manners may be sustained by the strength of the Holy 
Spirit and continue to bear witness courageously and 
openly to the Word of God. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
In accord with the regulations of the 
Bishop of Arlington, couples must contact 
a priest and begin preparation at least six 
months prior to the wedding.  Parish 
registration and active participation for a 

minimum of 3 months is required before preparation may 
begin.  Living together before marriage is sinful and 
harmful to the future marriage.  Couples who are living 
together will be asked to live separately during the 
preparation time. 

PARISH GROUP COORDINATORS 
Altar Flowers:  Jennifer McCabe    404-5580  
Altar Servers:  Jim McWeeney     281-1009  
Altar Society:   Kathy Williams     571-434-0714  
Boy Scouts:   Emily Borman     404-2435  
Columbian Squires: 
      Holden Stender   430-4059 
CYO Sports:  Ralph Peluso    729-3385  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 
                   Will & Sandra Sardelli   450-0059  
Girl Scouts:   Carol Kee     450-6906  
Knights of Columbus:  
          Chuck Bongiovanni       571-235-5724  
Ladies of Hope:  Sherry Grasson   430-2006  
Lectors:    Paul Gilmore    444-2293  
Mom’s Faith Formation Group: 
      Alexis Gruehn   444-3278  
      Lynn Ruff    404-4971  
Director of Music: Neil Weston    433-6779  
Our Lady’s Children: 
      Maryann Gruber   444-6565  
      Teresa Heindel   444-1628 
Outreach:   Eloisa Casillas   430-5687  
Pro-Life:    Maureen Whalen  669-4457  
St. Joseph’s League:  
     Mike & Vicki Egan    430-2651  
Stitcher’s Group: Audrey Emley   723-5826  
Ushers:    Ron Koch    444-6816  
Work Camp:  Debbie Melia   220-8864 
Young Adults:  Jennifer Wilson   401-4440 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parish Registration and the Baptism classes are 
required.  Baptisms are held every Sunday of each 
month at 1:30 p.m. in the Church Baptistery.  

Please contact the Parish Secretary to register for the Baptism 
classes.  Plan to attend the classes before the birth of the child. 
 

What does it mean to be an active Catholic? 
Frequently, those seeking to celebrate Marriage, have 
children baptized, or serve as sponsors for Confirmation 
or Baptism request a letter stating that they are 
parishioners and active, practicing Catholics.  To receive 
such a letter, one must be registered in the parish, attend 
Mass regularly, and be committed to a stewardship of 
time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners 
to become active in one of the parish organizations.  In a 
community as large as Our Lady of Hope, one means of 
verifying participation is through the use of parish 
offertory envelopes.  If you choose not to participate in 
the support of the parish, or are unable to contribute at 
this time, please at least note your prayerful support on 
your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We 
will then be aware of your continued participation, and 
you will not be noted as "inactive" on our parish roster. 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Thursday, March 20th 
All are welcome to attend the Chrism Mass at the 
Cathedral with Bishop Loverde at 10:30 a.m.  This is the 
only morning Mass throughout the diocese.  In the 
evening, the Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be 
celebrated at 8:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Hope Church. 

Good Friday, March 21st  
The Liturgy of the Passion will be celebrated at 3:00 
p.m.  At 7:30 p.m., Stations of the Cross will be prayed.  
Confessions will be heard following Stations of the 
Cross.  Good Friday is a day of penance observed by 
both fasting (only one full meal during the day) and 
abstinence from meat. 

Holy Saturday, March 22nd  
At 10:00 a.m. there will be the Blessing of Easter Food.  
The Easter Vigil Mass will be offered at 8:00 p.m.   This 
is the only Mass offered on Saturday and the First Mass 
of Easter. 

Easter Sunday, March 23rd  
Masses will be offered at 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. 

 

Lenten Penance Service 
Lent is a time of preparation.  There is no better way to 
prepare for Him to renew our spiritual lives than taking 
time for a good self-examination and repentance of sin.  On 
Tuesday, March 11th, at 7:30 p.m., six priests will be 
available to hear private confessions.  Each person will 
have the option of either “face to face” or “anonymous” 
confession.  Please make this opportunity to receive 
sacramental forgiveness a priority in your Lenten 
preparations. 
 
Faith Direct - Direct Debit Program 
We are introducing a new and exciting way for you to 
support our parish offertory and second collections 
through direct debit deductions.  The program is Faith 
Direct.  Faith Direct also offers you personalized 
offertory cards to place in the basket instead of your 
envelopes as a sign of your gift, and an itemized statement 
at the end of the year for tax purposes.  Faith Direct is a 
“win-win” for both parishioners and our parish.  Please 
enroll in this program by responding to the mailings you 
will receive or by visiting www.faithdirect.net to enroll 
securely online.  Our parish code is VA79.   
 
Call to Vocations 
“Did I not assure you that if you believed you would see 
the glory of God?”  Do you believe Christ may be calling 
you to see the glory of the Blessed Trinity through a 
vocation to the priesthood or consecrated life?  Contact 
Fr. Brian Bashista at b.bashista@arlingtondiocese.org 
or 703-841-2514 or call Fr. Saunders or Fr. Belli. 

Lent  
Stations of the Cross will be offered each Friday during 
Lent after the 9:00 a.m. Mass and at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Church.  Take time to participate in this venerable 
tradition of the Church and meditate on our Lord’s 
sacrifice for our sins. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be held every 
Thursday after the 9:00 a.m. Mass with a Holy Hour 
beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Adoration will also be held on 
Fridays, beginning after the 9:00 a.m. Mass with 
Benediction at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Regulations for Fasting and Abstinence are as 
follows:  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of 
penance observed by both fasting (only one full meal 
during the day) and abstinence from meat.  All other 
Fridays during Lent are days of abstinence; we forgo 
the eating of meat to make ourselves conscious of our 
Lord’s sacrifice of Himself for our sins.  The law of 
fasting is binding for those who are 18 years old but not 
yet 60; the law of abstinence is binding for those 14 
years of age and older.  
 

Parish Prayer List 
Please pray for the sick and homebound of 
our parish, especially: Joseph Angel, Clara 
Catherine Belli, Phyllis Boudreau, Vicki 
Chase, Gloria deVargas, Connor Finnegan, 

Ferd Gagne, Ben Goldfogle, Margaret Grado, Eliane 
Griesbach, Faith Griffin, Michael Grimesley, Anna 
Jackowsky, Teresa Jumat, Lee Kindley, Mary Kindley, 
Marie Klemick, Mark Lettman, Marie Mahieu, Alfonso 
Pena, Lucy Price, Michael Raymondi, Alicia Ritter, June 
Simon, and Richard Smith.  Please call the office 
periodically to inform us of the status of the person for 
whom we are praying. 
 
Book Club 
Our current book club selection is Maurice and 
Therese, The Story of a Love, by Patrick Ahern.  
We invite all interested women to read the book 
and join us for our discussion on March 26th at 
7:30 p.m. in the parish meeting room.  For more 
information, please email Emily Borman at 
bormanemily@yahoo.com or call 703-404-2435. 
 
Parish Screening of The Passion of the Christ 
All parishioners are invited to attend a screening of 
the movie “The Passion of the Christ” on Saturday, 
March 15th at 7:30 p.m. in the parish hall.  Fr. 
Saunders will give a brief talk prior to the movie.  
**Parents – the movie is graphic in its portrayal of 
the reality of the Passion.  Please evaluate this in 
bringing your children.  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
703-433-6777 

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE  
IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 

 

WEEKLY BIBLE SEARCH  
CCD Students:  The first CCD student at each session to 
give the correct answer to each week’s question will 
receive a prize!  How did Jesus tell Nicodemus one can 
enter the kingdom of God? (John 3:1-8) 
 

EASTER BREAK  
There will be no CCD classes on March 18th and 19th.  
Classes will resume on March 25th and 26th.  Have a 
blessed Easter! 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic School News 
An Evening with Our Lady 
Mark you calendars for the 3rd Annual Our 
Lady of Hope Auction on April 5, 2008.  This 
is an awesome evening to come and dine with 
your fellow parishioners, and parish priests, 

and bid on some fabulous packages.  Tickets are $60 per 
person and will be available later this month.  Mark your 
calendars and watch for more information as we get closer 
to this event.  Don’t miss this wonderful evening! 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Council Blood Drive 
The Knights of Columbus are having a 
blood drive this Sunday, March 9th, from 
7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the school 

gymnasium.  Walk-ins are welcome.  Please consider 
giving the “gift of life.” 
 

Attention High School Seniors 
The Knights of Columbus have established a Scholarship 
Grant Program to provide annual grants of financial 
assistance to qualified young adults who have 
demonstrated superior academic achievement and 
valuable Christian service to the community.  Two 
Scholarship Grants for 2008 have been set at $500 each in 
direct assistance to a qualified young man and a qualified 
young woman.  The deadline to submit applications is 
April 25, 2008.  The application can be found at 
www.oloh-council.org/scholarship.  
 

Why are the Statues Covered? 
Starting with the Fifth Sunday of Lent (formerly Passion 
Sunday), statues and sacred images (except for the 
Stations of the Cross) are veiled with purple cloth, and 
they remain covered until the First Mass of Easter on Holy 
Saturday.  This veiling of the statues and icons symbolizes 
the fact that Christ's Divinity was hidden at the time of His 
Passion and death.  This pious practice helps us focus on 
the mysteries of Holy Week. 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
703-433-6772 

www.ourladyofhope.net/youth.asp  
THE YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 

IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 
 

LENTEN EVENTS - ALL 7 TH-12TH GRADES 
Watch “The Passion of the Christ” 

Parish Hall at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, March 15th. - 
Kick off Holy Week by joining us for the screening of 
The Passion open to the whole parish.  Fr. Saunders will 
give a short reflection beforehand and then we will 
watch the movie.  Experience the intensity of the 
passion through the movie by Mel Gibson. 
 

PRAY THE WAY OF THE CROSS FOR TEENS 
Church Narthex at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 19th 
Enter into the Passion of Christ by praying the Way 
of the Cross written for teens.  The Junior High 
Youth Group will be joining us for this time of 
prayer.  There will be hangout time afterwards 
(couches, ping pong, etc), but no organized youth 
group. 

St. Joseph’s Celebration     
Mark your calendars for the Annual 
Parish St. Joseph’s Day Celebration 
on Friday, March 14th after Stations of 
the Cross. The Ladies of Hope are 
sponsoring this wonderful tradition 
which honors St. Joseph’s life and 
his special place as head of the 
Holy Family.  Our prayers and 
altar will reflect our deep gratitude for God’s great 
blessings to us through St. Joseph.  If you have a 
specialty baked goodie you would like to share, visit 
http://www.ourladyofhope.net/ladies_of_hope.asp 
for more details.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Boy Scout Troop 572 Mulch Sale 
The Boy Scouts are selling mulch for delivery to 
Sterling addresses only on Saturday, March 29th.  The 
order deadline is March 21st.  We can only take 
orders for what we can deliver in one day, so order 
early!  Visit our website at www.Troop572.org for 
forms and information or contact Kevin Reed at 703-
444-9479.  Thank you for your support. 
 

Young Adults Events 
Wednesday, March 12th at 7:30 p.m.  – Join us at 
O’Faolains for our monthly “Tapped In” evening. 
Saturday, March 15th – Join us for a 2 mile Lenten 
Hike through Catoctin Mountain Park in Thurmont, 
MD and tour the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady 
of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, MD.  Email us at 
OLHYoungAdults@gmail.com for more information.   


